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The central and local governments are struggling to prevent fire ants native to South America from becoming
established in Japan, as the highly venomous insects have been found in many parts of the country.

The key countermeasures include thorough monitoring and extermination of the insects at ports nationwide.
An increasing number of citizens are growing anxious, but experts are calling for a calm response based on
accurate information.
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“We need to proceed with measures in a very proactive manner, while considering every possible scenario,”
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said at a meeting of related ministries and agencies at the Prime Minister’ s Office
on July 20.Abe instructed the ministries and agencies to help facilitate countermeasures.

It was the first meeting of Cabinet ministers held specifically to discuss ways to deal with an invasive species.

“This is a time when children play outdoors more often because schools are on summer break” , a senior
official of the Environment Ministry said.” We needed to present unified government action on the matter to
ease public concern.”  Concern is spreading.

Higt : The Japan News by The Yomiuri Shimbun:Jul. 24,2017 &Y —&RiR#s
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